RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: the Safety of Life at Sea Laws were intended to apply to vessels that carry passengers on the open ocean, hundreds of miles from shore and;

WHEREAS: the Steamer Delta Queen does not go to sea, is never out of sight of land, and is never more than minutes from a safe emergency landing site and;

WHEREAS: actuarial societies and fire-fighters have long recognized that although wood does burn, in a fire it remains structurally sound longer than many non-combustible materials, including steel and;

WHEREAS: the Delta Queen is equipped throughout with the latest fire-fighting equipment, including an automatic sprinkler system, a CO2 fire-suppression system, smoke and heat detectors in every room, and fire extinguishers throughout and;

WHEREAS: the Delta Queen has an inherently safe design, with most rooms opening directly onto exterior decks and the remainder only 20 to 30 steps from outdoor exits and;

WHEREAS: dedicated watchmen using a key-station system patrol the Delta Queen from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., making a complete circuit of the boat every 20 minutes and;

WHEREAS: the Delta Queen’s entire crew is trained by professional fire-fighting consultants and drilled at least weekly in fire-fighting and lifeboat techniques and;

WHEREAS: the Delta Queen has an exemplary safety record over a period of more than 80 years and;

WHEREAS: the Delta Queen provides employment for crew members, onboard entertainers, and onshore professional and support staff and;

WHEREAS: people come from all over this country and abroad to ride the Delta Queen, bringing valuable income and tax revenues to the towns and cities she visits and;

WHEREAS: the Delta Queen played an important role in the defense of our nation during World War II and;

WHEREAS: the Delta Queen is an irreplaceable American treasure: the last traditional steamboat carrying overnight passengers on our inland waterways and;

WHEREAS: because the Delta Queen is the last working example of the steamboats that helped open the American West and changed the world forever, she has been designated a National Historic Landmark,

THEREFORE: we the                                   hereby resolve that the Delta Queen shall be permanently exempted from the Rules and Regulations of the Safety of Life at Sea Laws. 

